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Mount Pleasant Selected for 2020 
Community Visioning Program

  Mount Pleasant is one of 10 Iowa communities that have been selected to 
participate in the Iowa's Living Roadways Community Visioning program in 2020!
 The award-winning program integrates technical landscape planning and design 
techniques with sustainable community action to assist community leaders and volunteers in 
making sound and meaningful decisions about the local landscape. The other 2020 visioning 
communities are Avoca, Elader, Fairfax, Lost Nation, Madrid, Mingo, Polk City, Reinbeck, and 
Wellsburg.
	 Since	1996,	265	Iowa	communities	have	benefited	from	the	Community	Visioning	
program. To qualify for the program, a community must have a population of fewer than 
10,000 residents, existing transportation-related issues and a committee of volunteers willing 
to dedicate their time and talents to the visioning process.
 The Community Visioning program is sponsored by the Iowa Department of 
Transportation in partnership with Iowa State University Landscape Architecture Extension 
and	Trees	Forever,	an	Iowa-based	nonprofit	focused	on	planting	trees	and	native	plants.	In	
addition, professional landscape architects offer expertise in creating conceptual design plans 
for the communities.
 Thanks to Jen Moutrie, Moutrie Trucking; Kadie Johannson, KILJ Radio; Brent 
Schleisman, City Administrator; and Mike Heaton, Iowa Wesleyan University who will join 
Kristi Ray for a training session in Ames in November. If you have an interest in serving on 
the steering committee and helping with this process, please contact Kristi for more details. 

Small Business Saturday - November 30, 2019

1045 Grand Ave
Mount Pleasant
319.385.4600
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Mount Pleasant 
Chamber Members:
Please join us for this month's Alive 
After Five event! Promote your 
business by networking with other 
Chamber businesses, all while 
enjoying food, refreshments and 
giveaways!

Host: Iowa Wesleyan University

When: November 6, 2019 
5:00pm - 7:00pm

Where: Social Hall at 601 North 
Main Street, Mount Pleasant

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS
Laborshed Study to be Conducted in 

Mount Pleasant
 The Mount Pleasant Area Development Commission is partnering with Iowa Workforce 
Development and Iowa Economic Development Authority to complete a Laborshed employment 
study	for	the	Mount	Pleasant	area.		This	study	will	geographically	define	which	communities	
contribute	to	Mount	Pleasant’s	workforce,	regardless	of	political	boundaries.	This	defined	area	is	
called a Laborshed area and is based upon commuting patterns. 
 The purpose of this Laborshed study is to measure the availability and characteristics 
of Mount Pleasant area workers. Laborshed studies are useful tools for economic development 
teams and existing or prospective employers to understand the local labor market, make informed 
expansion and site selection decisions, and maintain/recruit a high-quality workforce.
 For the success of this study, the State will be sending letters to employers in Mount 
Pleasant asking that they provide us with aggregate counts of their employees’ residential 
ZIP codes. This will allow them to determine what the scope and scale of Mount Pleasant’s 
Laborshed area is and better understand where Mount Pleasant’s workforce resides. 
	 A	confidential	survey	of	residents	will	also	be	conducted	to	collect	workforce	
characteristic	information	specific	to	the	area.		Residents	will	receive	a	letter	directing	them	how	
to take the survey online. Survey questions will cover topics such as: employment status, current 
and	desired	wages,	current	and	desired	benefits,	education	level,	and	type	of	occupation	among	
other	things.	However,	Iowa	Workforce	Development	will	not	be	asking	survey	takers	identifiable	
information such as: name, social security number, or date of birth.
 Every year Iowa Workforce Development conducts Laborshed studies across the State. 
The results of each analysis are publicly available online at www.iowalmi.gov/laborshed.  If you 
have any questions about the Laborshed project, please contact Katie Lippold at 515-281-3035 
or Kristi Ray at the Mount Pleasant Area Development Commission at 319-385-3101. 

The Grinch is Headed Back to 
Mount Pleasant

 Be on the lookout for the Grinch who is headed back to Pleasantville on Thursday, 
December 5 for our annual Holiday on Main! After a great holiday parade last year, we are 
pleased to announce that we are again accepting entries for a fun holiday parade complete 
with	the	Grinch,	Cindy	Lou	Who,	music,	floats	and	more.	Of	course,	Santa	Claus	will	be	here	
to save the day.
 We have made two changes to this year’s parade. First of all, we are pushing the 
starting time back to 5:00 pm hoping the lights will shine a little better as it gets darker. 
Second of all, we are adding a fun category of Best Decorated Golf Cart! 
 So, start thinking about your entry in our annual Holiday Parade and complete the 
enclosed form so we can keep you updated on all the details. See you in Pleasantville!



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS
Chamber to Host Avance USA Lunch and 

Learn for Employers in Henry County
 On Wednesday, November 20, the Mount Pleasant Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a Lunch 
and Learn to discuss recruiting employees to your businesses with the help of a program called Avance USA 
(pronounced Ah-Von-Say).
 Avance USA is a new, innovative solution to the acute labor shortages in the Midwest. Avance USA recruits, 
sites and supports incoming talent from Puerto Rico to select Midwestern communities through specially created 
consortiums between community, leading companies and EDO's. Come learn how Iowa companies benefit from 
pre-screened and "ready-to-move, ready-to-settle" workers and their families.
 Avance USA makes remote hiring easier than ever, with virtual hiring tools and direct community/company 
marketing to qualified workers located in hard to reach American geographies like Puerto Rico. Avance USA helps 
you retain incoming workers and their families through a welcoming peer network that supports a soft landing for 
your new employees and their families. 
 Come join us as President of Avance USA, Jennifer Andrade discusses the program and helps determine if 
this program is right for your hiring needs. Box lunches will be available for those who RSVP by November 15th.

Save the Date
Wednesday, November 20, 2019

11:30am - 1:00pm 
Access Energy Cooperative Conference Room
1800 West Washington Street, Mount Pleasant

Please RSVP by November 15th to Timber Haschemeyer at timber@mpiowa.org or call 319.385.3101

 Receiving no petitions for the board of directors, the 
following individuals were approved for nomination to the 
Chamber Board for the term of 2020-2023. Thank you to the 
following members for their service to the Chamber Board of 
Directors.  
  David George, Edward Jones
  Nathan Lange, Mount Pleasant Middle School
  Jen Moutrie, Moutrie Trucking
  Lori White, Staats
  Alicia Yocum, Two Rivers Bank & Trust

Chamber Appoints New 
Board Members

Now Taking Citizen of the 
Year Nominations

 Each year, the members of the Mount Pleasant Area 
Chamber of Commerce (MPACC) are invited to nominate a 
person for Citizen of the Year. Nominees should be citizens 
living and/or working in the Mount Pleasant area who have had 
a	significant	impact	on	the	community	through	their	volunteer	
and charitable activities.
 The MPACC Board of Directors select the recipient 
and the award is presented each year at the MPACC's Annual 
Banquet. 
 If you would like to nominate someone for this award, 
submit a nomination form by November 30th, 2019 to the 
MPACA	Office.	Nomination	forms	can	be	picked	up	at	the	
Chamber	Office	at	124	South	Main	Street,	Mount	Pleasant,	IA	
or online at www.mpiowa.org.



MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

To purchase tickets or for more details about Friendsgiving, 
contact Lisa Oetken at lisa@mpiowa.org or call 319.385.3101.



MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

To learn more about 

upcoming Main Street 

events, follow and like 

our page on Facebook and 

Instagram!

@mainstreetmp

@mainstreetmountpleasant

	 This	national	holiday,	which	was	first	celebrated	in	
2010, calls to attention the importance of shopping at the small 
businesses that serve as the backbone of the American economy 
and our local communities. Each year, Small Business Saturday 
draws crowds to main streets across the country with great 
deals on unique products and services, events that encourage 
shopping locally, and unique experiences that introduce you to 
commonly valued neighbors.
 The downtown retailers are encouraging everyone to 
shop local. Saturday, November 30 starting at 8:00 A.M. the 
first	100	people	to	bring	a	minimum	of	$20	in	receipts	dated	
Saturday, 11/30/19, from any downtown Mt. Pleasant businesses 
to	the	Main	Street	Office	(corner	of	Main	&	Washington	Street)	
will receive a shop small goodie bag with goodies ranging from 
coupons, shirts, sweatshirts, water bottles to large prizes that 
include an iPad, a custom accent chair, Alex & Ani bracelets, 
Women’s Pulsar Watch, and much, much more!! Limit of one 
shopping bag per person.

Small Business Saturday is 
Almost Here



YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AMBASSADORS

Ambassador Spotlight
The Chamber Ambassadors are the "Welcoming Arm" of 

the Chamber that help promote the exciting events and our 
members. We want you to get to know them.

Why did you decide to become an ambassador?
"In order to promote the community and be involved in 
promoting new businesses."

Which community organizations do you volunteer for?
"Midwest	Old	Threshers,	Old	Threshers	Foundation,	Festival	
of Lights, Iowa Wesleyan University, First United Methodist 
Church, Kiwanis, Noon Rotary, Mt. Pleasant Community 
School Foundation, Iowa State Fair Tourism Booth, served 
one term on City Council."

What is one of your favorite Chamber Events?
"Annual	Chamber	Banquet	and	Golf	Outing."

What do you enjoy most about Mount Pleasant?
"Friendliness of the people, ease of getting involved in the 
community."

What is something unique about you?
"I try to live up to a quote I have been using for most of my 
adult life... 'Volunteerism is the rent you pay for the space 
you	occupy.'	Developed	a	life	insurance	program	for	the	first	
know septuplets, who were born in Carlisle, Iowa. Started the 
Dollars	for	Scholars	chapter	in	Carlisle	with	$25,000	given	in	
free-will offerings by driving our limousine on family friendly 
occasions."

Ambassador: Alan Huisinga
Hometown: Webster City, IA
Years as an ambassador: 2 

Looking to join the Mount 
Pleasant Young Professionals 

group or want to learn more? 
Come check out their table at 
the November Alive After Five 
or Contact Mikayla Mabeus at 

info@mpiowa.org or call 
319.385.3101 



RIBBON CUTTINGSNEWS

Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings:
November 9: New Henry County Jail
800 South Grand, Mount Pleasant

12:30pm-1:30pm 

November 18: Green Creek Retreat
1865 Dakota Avenue, Mount Pleasant

4:00pm - 5:00pm

Manufacturing Week 
Kickoff Celebration

KFC/Taco Bell Remodel
701 Wohlleber Drive, Mount Pleasant

 2020 is just around the corner and the Mount Pleasant Area 
Chamber of Commerce is wanting to encourage you to sign up for one of 
our committees. At our November Alive After Five hosted by Iowa Wesleyan 
University, the Chamber Staff will have tables with a representative of each 
committee to talk to you about what our committees do and help answer any 
questions you may have.
	 Our	committees	are	flexible	and	free	for	Chamber	Members	to	join.	
This is a great way to get involved in the Chamber and the Mount Pleasant 
Community!	Contact	our	office	today	to	find	out	more!

Chamber Hosting Committee Drive 
at November's Alive After Five Event
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Upcoming

November 28 - 29
MPACA	Office	Closed	for	Thanksgiving
November 30
Small Business Saturday
December 4
Alive After Five hosted by Central Park Coffee Company
120 South Main Street, Mount Pleasant
5:00pm - 7:00pm
December 5
Holiday Parade and Holiday on Main
Downtown, Mount Pleasant
5:00pm - 7:00pm

November 6
Alive After Five hosted by Iowa Wesleyan University
Social Hall, 601 North Main Street, Mount Pleasant
5:00pm - 7:00pm
November 7
Union Block's Friendsgiving 
111 West Monroe Street, Mount Pleasant
5:00pm - 8:00pm
November 9
New Henry County Jail Ribbon Cutting
800 South Grand, Mount Pleasant
9:30am - 10:30am
November 18
Green Creek Retreat Ribbon Cutting
1865 Dakota Avenue, Mount Pleasant
4:00pm	-	5:00pm
November 20
Chamber Lunch and Learn: Avance USA
Access Energy Cooperative,1800 West Washington, Mount 
Pleasant
11:30am - 1:00pm
November 21
Jingle Jingle Mix & Mingle Wine Walk
Downtown, Mount Pleasant
4:00pm	-	8:00pm

Alliance
Events


