
www.mpiowa.orgSmall Business Week is April 29 -  May 3, 2019. Stay tuned to find out who our Small Business of the 
Year Finalists are!
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Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce
April 2019

Chamber to Announce Small Business 
of the Year Finalists

 Every year since 1963, the 
President of the United States has issued 
a proclamation announcing National Small 
Business Week, which recognizes the critical 
contributions of America's entrepreneurs 
and small business owners. More than half 
of Americans either own or work for a small 
business, and they create about two out of 
every 3 jobs in the U.S. each year.
 In the Mount Pleasant Area Chamber 
Alliance, more than 250 businesses have 
less than 25 employees. Those businesses 
contribute over $60,000 to the Chamber 
annually and collectively, small business 
accounts for more than 1200 jobs in the 
community.
 To showcase small business, the 
Mount Pleasant Area Chamber Alliance 
will participate in the Small Business Week 
celebration April 29 - May 3, 2019. At the 
April Alive After Five networking event, we will 
announce the five finalists for the 2019 Small 
Business of the year award. Be sure to join us 
for that exciting announcement!
 Small Business Week will kick off 
with a celebration at Pilot Grove Savings 

Bank on Monday, April 29 at 8:00am and 
will commence with the announcement of 
the Small Business of the Year at a special 
luncheon on Friday, May 3 at 11:30am. Other 
events that week will include Alive After Five 
at Henry County Heritage Trust Museum on 
Wednesday, May 1 and ribbon cuttings at 
each of the finalists throughout the week.
 Thank you to all of our Small 
Businesses for their support of our community 
and a thank you to our event sponsors: 
Platinum, Pilot Grove Savings Bank; Gold, 
AllenMitchell, LLP; Silver Level, Ceco Building 
Systems, Moutrie Trucking, and Team Staffing 
Solutions, Inc.

Small Business Week
April 29 - May 3



 The 1st Annual Chamber Olympics is coming to East Lake on Friday, April 
26! Chamber Olympics is designed to encourage team building while enjoying some 
healthy competition. Teams of 4 will compete in fun and challenging games such as corn 
hole, 3-legged race, and the longest drive. Teams will receive points for each game, all 
competing for a 1st place trophy and bragging rights. 
 Companies can have up to 2 teams. If you are a smaller company and don’t have 
four to fill a team, join in with another business! Teams can show us their team spirit as 
judges will be looking for the best dressed while you are getting your team photo taken. 
The cost for a team to participate is $250.  
 Following the afternoon of events, teams will join us for a cookout at Airport Road 
Vineyard where the awards ceremony will take place. Teams must be present to win. 
After the winner has been announced, we will enjoy some delicious refreshments and the 
competition will continue with a fun game of trivia! You do not have to participate in the 
day’s activities to enjoy the evening festivities. We encourage everyone to come out to 
dinner, watch the awards ceremony and play trivia. The cost for the evening activities only 
is $20.
 We still have team slots open and are also looking for game sponsors. Those are 
due by April 12 so get those in quickly!  If you are interested in having a team, sponsoring 
a game, or purchasing evening event tickets, please contact Timber Haschemeyer to get 
more information at timber@mpiowa.org or call 319.385.3101.  
 Thanks to our Platinum Sponsor KILJ Radio who will be broadcasting live during 
the events. Make sure your employees and customers are listening in to see how you are 
doing throughout the afternoon.  Other sponsors for the evening include Gold, Hearth & 
Home Technologies; Silver, Access Energy Cooperative, Innovairre, and Staats Awards.

Mount Pleasant 
Chamber Members:
Please join us for this month's Alive 
After Five event! Promote your 
business by networking with other 
Chamber businesses, all while 
enjoying food, refreshments and 
giveaways!

Host: Paul Revere's Pizza
When: April 3, 2019, 5:00pm - 
7:00pm
Where: 112 West Washington 
Street, Mount Pleasant

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

Chamber Olympic 

Games

Corn hole
Mountain Climber

Giant Pong
Volleyball Target

3-Legged Race
Giant Tic Tac Toe

"Udderly" Ridiculous Race
Logo Matching
Longest Drive



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE NEWS

 Are you interested in starting a child care business or supporting community expansion of 
child care for the local workforce? Research tells us Iowa is in a child care crisis and the total child 
care businesses in Southeast Iowa declined by 39% from 2014-2018. Estimating a current shortfall 
of more than 350,000 child care slots needed.
 On April 12, 2019 from 11:30am-1:30pm at the Iowa Wesleyan University Social Hall, join 
us for this hot topic as we hear from Child Care experts and the Executive Director of the Fairfield 
Economic Decelopment Association on how they are working to expand quality childcare options 
including public-private partnerships. Child care experts will be available in person to answer 
questions about starting a child care business and making it successful. To RSVP, please email 
Tasha Beghtol at tbeghtol@dhlw.org.

Child Care Lunch and Learn 
This Month

 The Mount Pleasant Job Tour will be April 4th starting at 9am. Candidates will have the 
opportunity to visit several businesses throughout the day to take tours and hear about open 
positions available for the company. A bus, provided by SEIBUS, will have a specific route designated 
for candidates who wish to see multiple businesses without having to drive. A schedule of tour and 
presentation times will be made available several days prior to the event. After touring the business 
of choice, candidates will have an opportunity to apply for openings and can obtain more information 
about that company on their own or at our designated application center located in Social Hall at 
Iowa Wesleyan University.  
 Companies participating in the Job Tour are: Continental, Hearth & Home Technologies, 
Henry County Health Center, Innovairre, Insight Partnership Group, Lomont Molding LLC, Moutrie 
Trucking, Savannah Heights, Walmart Distribution Center, and Walmart Super Store. Candidates 
who would like to inquire about the event can call IowaWORKS at 319.753.1671.  Thank you to the 
planning committee IowaWORKS, SEIBUS, Iowa Wesleyan University and Walmart Distribution 
Center in helping make this event happen!



 Do you have a great business idea? 
Have you always wanted to own a business 
in downtown Mount Pleasant? Is your current 
business planning to expand services or add 
a new product line? Do you have a piece of 
equipment you wish you could purchase for your 
business?
 Main Street Mount Pleasant is looking for 
interested entrepreneurs who could use  $20,000 
to expand and grow their business idea within 
the Mount Pleasant Main Street district. The 
Open 4 Business contest, launched in 2015, is an 
opportunity for businesses located within a state-
designated Main Street district, to compete for 
a chance to win up to $20,000 in grant funds to 
assist with a business development or expansion 
project that will help them grow their business. 
Businesses must complete an online application 
and submit a short video outlining their business 
idea and how it will benefit the local economic 
climate in their community. A 25% cash match 
is required. Businesses must have been in 
operation for at least 1 year to apply. The grant 

funds are administered by the Iowa Economic 
Development Authority's Downtown resource 
Center and Main Street Iowa program.
 All applications and video must be turned 
into the Main Street Mount Pleasant office by 
April 15, 2019. The Economic Restructuring 
Committee will review the applications and 
contact the applicant to schedule a time to meet. 
Each designated Main Street community may 
submit one local business applicant that will 
represent Mount Pleasant at the state competition 
held in Des Moines on June 27, 2019. Local 
businesses could win up to $20,000 to help 
support their business expansion idea.
 For complete details about this program, 
please contact Lisa Oetken, Executive Director 
of Main Street Mount Pleasant at 319.385.3101 
or lisa@mpiowa.org, or Robin Bostrom, Business 
Specialist, Iowa Downtown Resource Center/
Main Street Iowa at 515.348.6176 or 
robin.bostron@iowaEDA.com.

MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

Open 4 Business Contest Now 
Open



MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

Main Street's Leadership Award Winner

 Main Street Mount Pleasant is excited to announce this year’s Leadership 
Award winner, Josh Maher.  He is recognized for his dedication to Main Street 
Revitalization by enhancing economic development in Mount Pleasant.  Josh isn’t your 
average volunteer.  He has chaired both Organization and Economic Restructuring 
committees for the past six years and served as board president for two years.  What 
makes him stand out as a leader is the part Josh played in the fundraising efforts for 
Main Street Mount Pleasant’s largest project, the Union Block. Not only did he lead the 
way in donating personally, but he continues to help raise funds for Main Street.

Congratulations Josh!
Josh Maher, Main Street 
Mount Pleasant Leadership 

Award Winner

Come out to Wings in the Spring on 
Tuesday, May 28, 2019. Enter your 

business, school, service group or team 
today with our free entry fee.  Submit 
your entry no later than May 15, 2019 

to the Main Street Office.  Contact Lisa 
Oetken for more details.



YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AMBASSADORS

 Food, Friends and basketball -  what more 
could you want? Last Friday night we had a second 
YP event for 2019 and it was a great night! Thank 
you to the Press Box Bar and Grill for allowing 
us to host our social. We had roughly 30 Young 
Professionals attend throughout the night. Keep 
checking your brackets for our bracket tournament 
-  there is a prize giveaway for the winner! Also, 
stay tuned for our April event - our YP board will be 
meeting soon to talk about April ideas!
 We are focused on connecting emerging 
young professional leaders to each other. Our plan 
for this group includes social events, business lunch 
and learns, summer sports leagues and more. If you 
would like to be a part of our planning process or 
join our Young Professionals email list, please send 
your information to Mikayla Mabeus at 
info@mpiowa.org.

Ambassador Spotlight
The Chamber Ambassadors are the "Welcoming Arm" of 

the Chamber that help promote the exciting events and our 
members. We want you to get to know them.

Why did you decide to become an ambassador?
"I wanted to represent HCHC Foundation in a positive way and 
also have the opportunity to meet and welcome new people 
and businesses to this area. My years of experience on the 
SEI Regional Planning Commission and my experience in 
selling radio advertising had already opened the door to my 
knowing many communities and businesses but I wanted to 
continue to see the community grow."
Which community organizations do you volunteer for?
"I volunteer for Midwest Old Threshers, Mount Pleasant Noon 
Rotary, New London UMC, Red Flag Horseless Carriage Tour, 
MPACA and Friends of HCHC."
What is one of your favorite Chamber Events?
"Alive After Five. It gives people the opportunity to connect, 
visit, cut loose a little and interact outside of the formal 
business operations"
What do you enjoy most about Mount Pleasant?
"There is so much to do... not just in MP, but around this 
area - things that are not found just anywhere up and down 
on the map. For example, Midwest Old Threshers, Festival of 
Lights, Thrasher's House of Terror, Bike Trails, East Lake... no 
matter where you turn you're going to find something fun to do 
usually within an hour of here. I want people to take advantage 
of these great things!"
What is something unique about you?
"I sold waterbeds for a living. I have been certified to judge 
BBQ Competitions. I earned a third degree black belt status in 
Tai Kwon Do."

Ambassador: Mark Hempen
Hometown: New London, IA
Years as an ambassador: 2



RIBBON CUTTINGS

Members

Gordmans Grand Opening
700 North Grand Avenue

Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings:

April 17  @ 3PM Natel Broadband at Central 
Park Coffee Company

	 We	want	to	say	thank	you	for	your	continued	financial	support	
to our Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber continues to be a very 
strong	organization,	but	we	would	not	be	without	your	support	in	helping	
our	organization	thrive	to	reach	and	attain	our	goals	in	the	businesses,	
schools,	and	this	community.	Thank	you	to	our	members	who	volunteer	
their time on our boards and committees. Thank you to the businesses 
who	go	above	and	beyond	to	sponsor	our	events	and	make	those	
achievable	to	offer	our	members.	
	 There	is	still	some	time	left	if	you	haven't	turned	in	your	2019	
membership	dues.	Deadline	to	get	your	2019	renewal	is	April	15,	2019.	If	
you	have	any	questions	about	membership	or	payments,	please	contact	
Timber	at	the	Chamber	office	at	319.385.3101.
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Upcoming

May 1
Alive After Five hosted by Henry County Heritage 
Trust Museum, 5:00pm-7:00pm

May 3
Small Business Luncheon, Time and Location TBA

May 10
Legislative Wrap Up, Access Energy Cooperative, 
7:30am-8:30am

May 21
Henry County Leadership Graduation, Iowa Wesleyan 
Social Hall, 11:30am-1:00pm

May 28th
Main Street's Wings in the Spring, Downtown Mount 
Pleasant, 6:00pm-8:00pm

April 3
Alive After Five hosted by Paul Revere's Pizza, 
5:00pm-7:00pm

April 4
Mount Pleasant Job Tour 2019, Various Mount 
Pleasant Businesses, 9:00am-7:00pm

April 13
Main Street's Easter Egg Hunt, Central Park, 
11:00am 

April 26
Chamber Olympics, East Lake Park, 12:00pm-
8:00pm

April 29 
Small Business Week Kick Off, Pilot Grove 
Savings Bank, 410 South Grand Avenue, 
8:00am

Alliance
Events


