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MPACC Works on Job Openings With
a New Type of Job Fair

FEATURED
INVESTOR

The Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce and IowaWorks are preparing
for a new kind of job fair this Spring. After speaking with local HR representatives at the last
Chamber Human Resource Committee meeting, we agreed there is a need for a job fair, but a
different kind of job fair to get candidates more informed before they apply.
On April 4th candidates will be able to do the Mount Pleasant Job Tour. Throughout
the day, candidates will have an opportunity to learn about businesses in industries they
are interested in. Instead of the normal job fair of briefly getting information then applying,
candidates will get to receive a brief presentation about the company and a tour. This will
allow them to have a better understanding of what the company has to offer before deciding to
apply. There will be a schedule for the day so a candidate has the opportunity to see multiple
organizations that appeal to their interests.
In order to make this event successful, businesses of any size that are looking for
hires are encouraged to participate. This is also a great opportunity to get summer help if local
businesses are needing it while students are on summer vacation.
Candidates will have access to the schedule of business tours a few days in advance
and will be able to pick that up at the Mount Pleasant Chamber of Commerce office or Iowa
Works in Burlington.
If your business is interested in participating in this community job fair, please contact
Timber Haschemeyer at timber@mpiowa.org or 319-385-3101 to get signed up. Stay tuned for
more information to come later this month.

this month's cover photo...
Get your team registered for Chamber Olympics on April 26 at East Lake Park.
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1st Annual Chamber Olympics
Coming Soon

Mount Pleasant
Chamber Members:

Looking for an event that will help bring team building and camaraderie amongst
your fellow coworkers or employees? Well the Mount Pleasant Chamber of Commerce
Please join us for this month's Alive has the event for you! Come join us on April 26 for the 1st Annual Chamber Olympics.
After Five event! Promote your
business by networking with other This event will be held rain or shine as you and your teammates complete 12 games at 12
courses to win the LARGE trophy! Following the day of fun filled games, will be a casual
Chamber businesses, all while
enjoying food, refreshments and
cookout at Airport Road Vineyard followed by awards ceremony and trivia!
giveaways!
Only 24 spots are available for team registrations that are due no later than April
12. Team fee will cover event, dinner and trivia night. Just want to attend the evening
Host: Midwest Old Threshers
When: March 13 2019, 5:00pm dinner and festivities? Then tickets are available for purchase starting March 11- April
7:00pm
10. If you are interested in having a team, sponsoring a game station, or just purchasing
Where: Main Street Cinemas, 115
evening event tickets, please contact Timber Haschemeyer to get more information and
North Main Street
forms at
timber@mpiowa.org or call 319.385.3101. Let the games begin!

Now Accepting
Small Business Week Nominations
The Mount Pleasant Area Chamber Alliance will participate in the Small Business Week
celebration April 29 - May 3, 2019. At the April Alive After Five, we will be announcing the
five finalists for the 2019 Small Business of the year award.
Know a Small Business that you think deserves this great recognition? You can find nomination forms in this
newsletter, on our website, in What's Up Weekly or contact the Chamber office. All nominations are due by Friday,
March 29 at 5:00pm.

A big thank you to our Small Business Week Sponsors:
Platinum

Gold - Allen Mitchell, LLP
Silver - Ceco Building Systems, Moutrie Trucking, and Team Staffing Solutions, INC.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

Southeast Iowa Headed to Des Moines
There is still time to join us in Des Moines on March 6-7 for the annual Southeast
Iowa Days at the Capitol. This is a great opportunity to share our legislative priorities and
hear the latest happenings from the state of Iowa. Your voice is important!
The participation fee is $135 per person, covering the legislative luncheon,
reception and breakfast with legislative leadership, plus numerous sessions highlighting
Southeast Iowa's key Issues.
The Henry County Leadership Class will be attending along with various
community leaders. We would love to have your business represented as well. For more
information and to RSVP, contact Kristi Ray at the Chamber at kristi@mpiowa.org or by
calling 319.385.3101.

Chamber Hosts Breakfast With
State Legislators
Our next breakfast with our legislators will be held Saturday, March 30 from
8:30am - 10:00am at the Iowa Wesleyan University Chadwick Library International
Room.
Senator Rich Taylor and Representative Joe Mitchell will be there to share the
latest from Des Moines and to hear your comments and concerns. The breakfast will
begin with comments from the legislators and then we will open the floor for a question
and answer session. This event is open to the public and reservations are not necessary.
A special thanks to our sponsors that make this event possible including Gold
Sponsors Henry County Health Center and NCI along with Silver Sponsor Mt. Pleasant
Hy-Vee Food Store. For more information about the breakfast, please call Kristi Ray at
385.3101 or email krisit@mpiowa.org.

MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

Paving the Way to a Brighter
Future
Digging Up the Bricks, take 2. The city
of Mount Pleasant will be continuing with the
streetscape in the downtown. It will be a complete
rebuild of all the infrastructure on Monroe Street
on the north side of Central Park and the two
blocks of Main Street from Washington Street
to Madison Street. The work will include new
sanitary sewer manholes and newly lined pipes,
new water lines and new service taps to each
building, new storm sewer intakes and lines, new
ADA sidewalks and new concrete road surface.
It can be a challenge for businesses
when there is construction. But we have learned
from last year's construction project that if
you keep activity going you really cement the
connection with the customers. Shopping local is
more important then ever if we are going to keep
the businesses in the downtown strong.
The benefits of shopping locally
are profound, and not typically understood.
Studies have shown that, nearly 50 percent of
each purchase at local, independent stores is
recirculated locally. Independent retailers return
more than three times as much money locally per
purchase as the big guys. Going local creates
jobs and local wealth. Local shoppers do well for

their communities by spending locally.
When we're asked to name our favorite
restaurant, cafe, or shop, it's invariably a unique
local business. Those businesses define our
sense of place, but often forget their survival
depends on our patronage.
"There is this craving, this sense of
place and connectedness, that is only provided
in small town America. Place making helps us
unlock the power of place and intensify that
sense of connectedness; it is a path to longer
term economic transformation," says Patrice Frey,
President and CEO, National Main Street Center
The businesses in the downtown are
gearing up for this year's construction. They
will be having different promotions, giveaways
and events. To find out what is happening
in the downtown like our Main Street Mount
Pleasant Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
mainstreetmp/ for weekly construction updates
and a schedule of upcoming promotions and
events in the downtown.
- Lisa Oetken, Executive Director of Main Street

MAIN STREET MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS

Save The Date for
Music on Main
June 21 AG Appreciation
July 12 with Car Cruz
July 26 with Bike Cruz

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

AMBASSADORS

Ambassador Spotlight
The Chamber Ambassadors are the "Welcoming Arm" of
the Chamber that help promote the exciting events and
our members. We want you to get
to know them!
If you have not heard, Young Professionals is back!
We are so excited for this group and to see how this
year will go. We had our first mix and mingle event
at the beginning of February and it was a hit! Over
20 young professionals came out and met with other
area young professionals.
The next Young Professionals event is Friday,
March 22 at 5:00pm at the Press Box Bar & Grille
for a March Madness social. We encourage all YP
individuals (ages 18-35) to attend this social and
feel free to bring a friend or two!
If you and your friends or coworkers are interested
in attending the March 22 social event, please
RSVP to Mikayla at mpaca@mountpleasantiowa.org
or call 319.385.3101

Ambassador: Tom Young
Hometown: Mount Pleasant, IA
Years as an ambassador: 5
Why did you decide to become
an ambassador?
"I wanted to help the Chamber and I had the time!"
Which community organizations do you volunteer
for?
"Rotary, Mount Pleasant Planning and Zoning, First
United Methodist Church, HCHC Community Advisory,
Fellowship Cup, Fan Club, Ambassadors, Old Threshers
and Old Threshers Foundation."
What is one of your favorite Chamber Events?
"Alive After Five."
What do you enjoy most about Mount Pleasant?
"Living in a small town and knowing a lot of the people
who live here."
What is something unique about you?
"While in college, I had the opportunity to play football
against my brother who was on the opposing team."

Upcoming Ribbon Cuttings:
March 20 @ 5:30pm Gordmans Grand
Opening

NEW MEMBERS
Natel Broadband offers phone
and internet services serving
hundreds of residents, businesses
and community organizations
over fiber and wireless networks.
Providing services "a la carte"
so you don't have to purchase
services you don't need!

907 West Burlington Avenue,
Fairfield, IA
641.469.6220
www.natel.net

Mike and Nancy
Tometich

RIBBON CUTTINGS
Mount Pleasant High School
Food Truck Faceoff

Henry County Health Center
New Renovations

Iowa Wesleyan University
Art and Digital Media Design

Mt. Pleasant News New Location
119 West Monroe Street
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Upcoming

Alliance

March 13
Alive After Five, Midwest Old Threshers at
Mainstreet Cinemas, 5:00pm-7:00pm
March 14
Saving of the Green Beer Walk, Downtown
Mount Pleasant, 5:00pm-8:00pm
March 20
Open House and Ribbon Cutting, Gordmans,
700 North Grand, Mount Pleasant, 5:30pm
March 30
Legislative Breakfast, Chadwick Library at
Iowa Wesleyan, 8:30am-10:00am

Events

April 3
Alive After Five hosted by Paul Revere's Pizza,
5:00pm-7:00pm
April 4
Mount Pleasant Job Tour 2019, Time and Location
TBA
April 26
Chamber Olympics, East Lake Park, 12pm-8pm
April 29 - May 3
Small Business Week, Time and Location TBA
May 10
Legislative Wrap Up, Access Energy Cooperative,
7:30am-8:30am

